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Tufwfo Sboefm

Houzz Contrlbutor. 5tèvèn Corlèy Rondèl hos proctlcèd orchltècturè ln Collíornlo... Morè 2

t moy not olwoys bè proctlcol or oííordoblè to rèbulld thè coblnèts ln o kltchèn or bothroom. 

Rèíoclng thèm mlght bè thè bèst solutlon. But whot doès rèíoclng lnvolvè? As wlth most 

constructlon projècts, thè onswèr dèpènds on lots oí dètolls. 

Qspkfdu; Rèíoclng kltchèn coblnèts.

Gjstu tufq; Dètèrmlnè lí your coblnèts con tokè thè rèstorotlon procèss wèll ènough to bè 

rèvltollzèd íor ot lèost onothèr J0 yèors oí llíè. lí thè coblnèt body, or corcoss, ls ln bod 

structurol shopè, ls wotèr domogèd or wlll not tokè to rèílnlshlng wèll ènough, you mlght 

hovè to rèplocè thè coblnèts ln o íull kltchèn rèmodèl.

Xiz sfgbdf; ln thè most boslc procèss, you wlll bè lèovlng thè coblnèt lntoct ond ln lts somè 

plocè. 1hls ovolds thè èxpènsè ond èííort oí toklng out ond rèploclng thè èntlrè coblnèt. 5o 

thè odvontogès orè lèss èxpènsè, lèss motèrlol golng to thè londílll ond o lèss-compllcotèd 

constructlon procèss. 

Xibu bsf zpv xpsljoh po@
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9 Covètoblè Llghts lor 5mollèr Closèts
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Crèotè o Cobbogè Cèntèrplècè

Dècorotè wlth wlntèr bèrrlès

Mbuftu Jefbcpplt

How to Reface Your Old Kitchen Cabinets

Nèw projèct íor o nèw yèor. Üpdotè your coblnèts wlthout rèploclng thèm èntlrèly, os o DlY 

projèct or wlth hèlp írom o pro
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1hè vèrdlgrls tonè shown hèrè ls o soothlng complèmènt to thè hordwood íloor, ond ollows 

o wondèríul controstlng color pop oí opplè rèd ot thè rongè. Notlcè thè rustlcotèd potlno oí 

thè ílnlsh, whlch odds dlmènslon to thè schèmè. Othèr dètolls, such os thè bèodboord 

ponèls, bottlè cubbyholès, plotè rock ond orch lmprèsslon, glvè thls dèslgn lots oí 

choroctèr.

Jt uijt b hppe qspkfdu gps zpv@ lí your coblnèts hovè sturdy íromès, rèíoclng con bè o good 

solutlon. 1hè dègrèè to whlch you rèíurblsh thè coblnèts ls up to you. 5lmply polntlng or 

rèstolnlng thèm con hovè o dromotlc èííèct. ln somè cosès lt ls dèslroblè to rèplocè thè 

doors ond drowèr íronts wlth o complètèly dlííèrènt door stylè or wood spèclès. Rèploclng 

thè hordworè, pulls ond knobs ls onothèr optlon to consldèr, ond con mokè o nlcè 

dlííèrèncè lnèxpènslvèly. Rèpolrlng domogèd wood con olso bè port oí thls procèss. 

Comblnotlons ond vorlotlons oí èoch oí thèsè optlons dèílnès rèíoclng coblnèts.

Qfsnju; As long os you orè not chonglng ony èlèctrlcol or plumblng, you probobly con do 

thls projèct wlthout o pèrmlt. Chèck wlth o dèslgn proíèsslonol or osk thè locol bulldlng 

dèportmènt ond dèscrlbè your lntèntlons ln dètoll to ílnd out íor cèrtoln.

Qspkfdu %fohui; 5lmplèr modlílcotlons con bè occompllshèd ln o wèèkènd, ond èvèn thè 

most lnvolvèd projècts con probobly bè complètèd wlthln onè month.

2ftu ujnf up ep uijt qspkfdu; 1hls ls o projèct íor thè wlntèr, oítèr thè holldoys ond bèíorè 

Lostèr, or ln thè íoll bèíorè Hollowèèn. 5ummèr mlght bè too hot, dèpèndlng on your 

cllmotè, or lt mlght bè bèst ln mlldèr cllmotès.

llnd dèslgn pros ond controctors nèor you

Block ond whltè thèmès nèvèr go out oí stylè ond con olwoys look írèsh ond crlsp. 5hlny 

block countèrtops ond o brlght whltè coblnèt ílnlsh dlgnlíy thls comíortoblè kltchèn dèslgn 

wlth rèíoclng. Nothlng hèrè ls too compllcotèd or íussy. 1hè two polrs oí gloss ponèl doors 

'pv(( ,pvs; )pdljoh Pvu jo 
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A soít contèmporory thèmè hos bèèn ochlèvèd ln thls rèíocèd kltchèn. Notlcè thot thè 

coblnèt door ls o slmplè stllè ond roll wlth o ílot-ponèl lnsèt, whlch ls collèd o 5hokèr stylè. 

1hls ls onè oí thè lèost èxpènslvè door stylès ovolloblè, ond lt con bè usèd ln both modèrn 

ond trodltlonol lntèrlors èííèctlvèly. 5tolnlèss stèèl hordworè complèmènts thè coordlnotlng 

opplloncès. Agoln, gloss uppèr coblnèt doors provldè lntèrèst.

Most homès orè trodltlonol, ond lt sèèms thot onè con nèvèr go wrong whèn golng wlth thls 

closslc dèslgn thèmè. Cllck hèrè to sèè thè stork controst bètwèèn thls rèíocèd kltchèn ond 

Cfodinbsl Ipnf Jnqspwfnfout
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èntlrè room`s bèlng rèbullt.

Lèt`s tokè o closèr look ot how thè prèvlous èxomplès hovè bèèn tronsíormèd by ílrst 

èxomlnlng slmplèr convèrslons. 1hls kltchèn hos èvèrythlng mony pèoplè wont ln thèlr 

kltchèns, lncludlng gronltè countèrtops ond o nlcè tllè bocksplosh. 1hè vèry boslc loyout 

sults thè slzè oí thè room. But thè gold-brown coblnèt ílnlsh ond hèovy wood groln mokè lt 

oppèor llkè unílnlshèd or row wood.

Ljudifo Uvof.Vq . Spboplf
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0G,.); By chonglng to moplè doors ond drowèr íronts, íoclng thè íromès wlth moplè 

vènèèr ond opplylng o dorkèr stoln, thè dèslgnèr modè thè spocè oppèor íor morè 

hondsomè. 1hè moplè hos o much soítèr ond mèllowèr groln, ond thè dorkèr color glvès 

thè room o rlchèr íèèllng.

Ljudifo Uvof.Vq . Spboplf

Dvtupn Dmbttjd Dbcjofusz
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make the room feel special. Also, the door style looks dated.

AFTER: Notice that most elements from the original kitchen are still here. The difference is 

that all the doors and drawer fronts have been changed to maple with a furniture-quality 

finish. Also, finish panels added to the side of the refrigerator cabinet and to the base of 

the island dress up these highly visible elements, making this kitchen even nicer.

Custom Classic Cabinetry

Pro Refinish
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sink that lets in lots of natural light, granite countertops and up-to-date appliances.

AFTER: This time the cabinets, doors and all, stayed in place but got completely painted 

over. Notice also that the pulls and knobs were replaced as well. Now the darker granite 

contrasts the light cabinets in a sophisticated way. The room feels cheery and clean 

compared to before.

Pro Refinish

Pro Refinish
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expensive cabinets to start, but this type of finish can really add flavor.

BEFORE: n some cases you may be faced with damaged surfaces. The great thing about 

wood is that it often can take a beating and still be revived for more life. As long as the 

wood has not warped from water damage or other problems, don!t give up on it.

AFTER: "ere is the repaired cabinet with the scratches sanded out and a new coat of stain 

and varnish added. #ou will most likely want to find someone who does this type of work 

on a regular basis unless you are skilled at refinishing wood surfaces.

Kitchen Tune-Up - Blountville

Kitchen Tune-Up - Blountville
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$hat is it about heavy oak grain that it seems to show up so frequently% This bath cabinet 

is in excellent shape, with plenty of drawers and storage. t would be a shame to toss it out 

&ust because it is a little homely.

AFTER: A distressed off-white lacquer finish transformed that dowdy cabinet into a 

substantial statement. Notice that the original hardware, granite, mirror, sinks and plumbing 

Pro Refinish

Pro Refinish
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This modern and slick kitchen has beautiful stone countertops and a marvelous mosaic tile 

backsplash. 'ven the appliances are up-to-date. (ut the color of the wood finish and the 

cabinet door style are not congruent with the space!s modern elements and colors.

AFTER: Transformed with black stain and new )haker-style doors, the cabinets now make 

a confident modernist statement. Note that the hardware has also been replaced. The 

original had decent brushed metal pulls, but the remodeled version has more substantial 

hardware that is easier to see and nicer to touch.

Who to hire: f you are simply repainting your cabinets, this might be a *# pro&ect. 'ven 

replacing knobs and pulls is simple and can be done without too much trouble. +onsider 

using a handyperson if you don!t have time to do the work yourself. A handyperson might 

also be able to do more demanding work, such as replacing the doors and drawer fronts. f 

your remodel is more extensive, architects, kitchen designers and interior decorators can 

Pride&Joy Home mprovements

Pride&Joy Home mprovements
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How to Create a Built-In 

Home Bar 2

Power to the People: 

Outlets Right Where You 

Want Them 2

Turn That Spare Room Into 

a Walk-in Closet 2

How to Install a Dimmer 

Swith 2

Cost: ! simple paint "o# might ost a $ew hun%re% %ollars& 'or a more e(tensi)e re$aing 

"o#* +,*--- to +.,*--- is likel/& I$ the pro"et in)ol)es replaing the ountertop an% 

applianes* /ou an spen% onsi%era#l/ more& 

Project questionnaire. This an help /ou #reak %own what /ou nee% $or /our kithen an% 

help /ou %e)elop a shopping list an% #u%get: 

0 Replae a#inet har%ware 1kno#s an% pulls2: 0 Yes 0 3o

0 Replae a#inet %oors an% %rawer $ronts: 0 Yes 0 3o

0 Replae woo% speies or $inishes: Yes 0 3o 1oor%inate with %oor st/le hanges2

0 Paint e(isting: Yes 0 3o

0 Stain e(isting: Yes 0 3o

0 Repair e(isting: Yes 0 3o

0 !%% %etails suh as glass %oors: Yes 0 3o

0 Replae hinges: Yes 0 3o

0 Replae applianes: Yes 0 3o

0 Replae ountertops: Yes 0 3o

0 Replae #aksplash: Yes 0 3o

0 Replae lighting: Yes 0 3o

0 !%% lighting: Yes 0 3o

0 !%% $inish panels: Yes 0 3o

0 DIY: Yes 0 3o

0 Hire pro$essional: Yes 0 3o

More: How to Remo%el Your 4ithen 5 'in% a kithen remo%eler in /our area

More in New Year, New Projects 2

deeners1

6er/ help$ul artile& I lo)e% the #e$ore an% a$ter pitures& Seems like ma"or 

trans$ormations with "ust spruing up the a#inets& It is inspiring me to talk to m/ 

hus#an% a#out painting our a#inets white& Thank /ou $or this i%ea#ook&

last Thursday at 7:31am i!e "

wantsideas

7reat #e$ore an% a$ter photo8s an% shows what an #e %one without totall/ replaing all 

the a#inets& I am sure a lot o$ people will #e using /our 9uestionnaire to %etermine 

what the/ nee% an% to estimate osts&

last Thursday at 7:3#am i!e 1

Rebecca Koger

Our kithen has goo% #ones #ut is a little stark $or m/ taste& The granite we lo)e is still 

too e(pensi)e $or m/ taste 1+:;-- $or ,< s9 $t2 whih isn8t unreasona#le #ut still& The 

urrent $ormia ountertops aren8t in #a% shape an% ser)e a purpose so m/ ne(t goal 

will #e to $in% some glass pane %oors $or the larger a#inets $ollowe% #/ #etter lighting&
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last Thursday at #:17am i!e "

P$%

Kitchen Masters, Inc.

These are great e(amples showing that re$aing a#inets is totall/ %oa#le= >ust #e 

aware that ?,@ o$ the ost o$ a#inetr/ itsel$ is in the $rame an% %oorA so* #u/ing new 

a#inet %oors is not signi$iantl/ heaper than #u/ing all new a#inets& Where the 

sa)ings lies is mostl/ in the la#or& Completel/ gutting a kithen is $ar more la#or 

intensi)e an% in)ol)es tear out* preparing the spae $or the new a#inets 1plus an/ 

mo)ing o$ walls* plum#ing* eletrial outlets* et&2* an% then installation& 'urthermore* in 

most kithen remo%els* we t/piall/ replae all o$ the plum#ing $i(tures* har%ware* 

ountertop an% #aksplash materials& !n%* $ull remo%els woul% inlu%e $looring an% 

lighting* plus an appliane pakage as well& 

!s /ou an see* there8s a lot to think a#out in terms o$ making these kin%s o$ %eisions& 

I$ /ou ha)e relati)el/ newer a#inets an% are "ust looking to up%ate the look an% $eel o$ 

/our kithen* then re$aing is %e$initel/ the wa/ to go& Howe)er* there are in$luening 

$ators that might warrant a omplete remo%el - i&e& things like water %amage --B mol%* 

a#inets that are starting to $all apart* or applianes that are #eginning to $ail or nee% 

regular repairs& In some ases* it will stritl/ #e a "u%gement all 1o$ten %itate% #/ 

#u%get2* #ut in others* re$aing ma/ simpl/ not #e a )ia#le or pratial solution& 

Hope$ull/* /ou $in% a great ontrator who will gui%e /ou in the right %iretion* an% #e 

a#le to $in% a %esign solution that will $it /our #u%get as well as /our personal nee%s&

last Thursday at &:'&am i!e '

freyafoust

Cost o$ these e(amples use the t/pes o$ a#inetr/ t/piall/ use% $rom the .;D-8s to 

now& What a#out ol%er a#inet st/les $rom the ,-8s an% E-8s& I$ those are in goo% shape 

are the/ worth re%oingF Or woul% the/ $ore)er look %ate%F It seems like man/ a#inets 

$rom that era are smaller in atual siGe an% %epth ompare% to newer onesF

last Thursday at &:37am i!e 7

P$%

Steven Corley Randel, Architect

H$re/a$oust You might #e a#le to $in% someone in /our area to ome up with some 

reati)e i%eas to use what /ou ha)e or a%)ise on whih route will work #est $or /ou&

last Thursday at 1':"1(m i!e 1

jlfreschl

H$re/a$oust One onern with re$aing ol%er a#inets 1pre .;?D2 is %ealing with lea% 

#ase% paint&

last Thursday at ':"'(m i!e

otowno

I ha% ol%er #uil%er gra%e a#inets in a home #uilt in the .;E-8s& The a#inet #o(es are 

stur%/ an% the la/out is still a goo% one $or our purposes& Re-%oing the %oors was all I 

$elt was nee%e%& We also tore out a peninsula that ha% goo% storage un%erneath* #ut 

%i)i%e% the room in a wa/ we %i%n8t want& 

Years ago I ha% painte% the ountr/ #lue #uil%er gra%e %oors white& !t that time I also 

remo)e% the %oors on the o)erha% a#inets to open up the room& It took a #it o$ 

ti%/ing* #ut ha)ing m/ %ishes I glasses on %ispla/ ma%e the room look #righter& 

I %ei%e% last /ear I wante% another hange* more o$ a ottage $eel& I prie% out new 

replaement %oors online* an% it was a#out +.---& Howe)er* I hose to re%o the %oors& 

I use% painta#le #ea%#oar% wallpaper* an% halkJla/ paints whih %on8t re9uire 

san%ing #e$ore appliation& 

K)er/one who has seen it lo)es the hanges& 
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last Thursday at ):)'(m i!e 3

I%ea#ook: 4ithen upgra%e

#/ motownmom

fairhavenfar!

To motownmom: /ou %i% a great "o#& Where %i /ou $in% the plate rak inserts $or the 

open a#inetsF 7reat i%ea

last Thursday at #:)3(m i!e 1

Colleen Knecht

thank /ou $or this help$ul artile&

last Thursday at 11:'*(m i!e 1

w11"1!#

H$re/a$oust& Re: the ,--E-ties& Some people all it Retro an% spen% +++ to ha)e it& 

Ca/#e "ust a $resh oat o$ paint an% a $ew retro %eorations will %o the trik& Can /ou 

show some pituresF

Yesterday at 1:31am i!e

charleee

I was hoping to see some pitures where the a#inets ha% #een re$ae% with woo% 

)eneer - is that e)en %one an/moreF

Yesterday at ):''am i!e

otowno

$airha)en$armL: The plate rak inserts were something I ma%e $rom L o$ these Bam#oo 

$ol%ing %ish raks& I %is-assem#le% them an% use% the larger parts inserte% into the 

#ottom o$ the open a#inet $aing: 

http:JJwww&asa&omJpJtotall/-#am#oo-ompat-%ish-rak-,.LE:DF

siteMC!IutmNsoureM7oogleIutmNme%iumMpNCIutmNtermMW'W-

--,IutmNampaignM7oogle!WIC!WKO!IDM.:-,,.<:E?IutmNontentMplaIa%t/peMp

laIagpspnMpla

I searhe% e)er/where $or the kin% that a#inet makers use in pre-ma%e a#inets an% 

oul%n8t $in% them& But* that was a#out .< /ears ago an% I8% #et the/ an #e $oun% now

Yesterday at ):31am i!e 1

P$%

Robinwood Kitchens

Hharleee at Ro#inwoo% 4ithens we %o all o$ our re$aing pro"ets using a woo% #ak 

)eneer& We ha)e $oun% that we get muh #etter an% longer lasting results with the 

woo% )eneer& Conestoga Speialties supplies us with all our re$aing pro%uts an% 

o$$er a wi%e )ariet/ o$ woo% speies* stains* glaGes* paints* an% %istressing tehni9ues&

Yesterday at 7:11am i!e 1

charleee
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More in New Year, New Projects 2

Write a omment

i!e

P$%

Robinwood Kitchens

Hharleee too #a%= I8m sure there are some kithen %esign ompanies in Cali$ornia that 

use woo% )eneer $or re$aing=

Yesterday at &:1+am i!e 1

charleee

!tuall/* I8m prett/ sure I oul% %o it m/sel$& Ca/#e not get the pro$essional results o$ 

someone who %oes it %ail/* #ut it woul% #e passa#le& ! little ontat ement* some 

)eneer* one o$ those ru##er roller things&&&&who knowsF

Yesterday at &:1*am i!e

P$%

$ride%&oy 'oe I(roveents

Charlee - I woul% #e happ/ to answer an/ 9uestions /ou ma/ enounter* an% /es* I %o it 

%ail/&

Yesterday at 1':'&(m i!e '

charleee

Thank /ou Pri%eI>o/= I use% to work in Oaklan%* near the C/press&

Yesterday at 1:+3(m i!e '

overweled

Oo)e this kithen

Yesterday at 1+:"3(m i!e

ilana)*

I ha% m/ a#inets re$ae% #ak in Oto#er an% I oul%n8t #e happier& I hire% ontrators 

to han%le the painting an% installation o$ the #aksplash& !long with the new a#inet 

kno#s an% light $i(tures* there was a omplete trans$ormation taking m/ kithen $rom 

#lah to mo%ern& The total ost $or la#or an% materials ame to aroun% +<*,--& 

De$initel/ reommen% a pro"et like this $or someone who wants an up%ate* #ut an8t 

a$$or% a omplete reno)ation&

1) hours a,o i!e 3

P$%

Steven Corley Randel, Architect

Hmilana?D 6er/ nie= Thank /ou $or sharing&

13 hours a,o i!e 1

ohrs+i*

Can /ou re$ae alrea%/ re$ae% a#inets againF

" hours a,o i!e

P$%

$ride%&oy 'oe I(roveents

Yes* o$ ourse&

' hours a,o i!e
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How to Remo%el Your 

'ireplae 2

What to 4now Be$ore You 

Tear Down That Wall 2

How to Design a 'amil/ 

Photo Wall 2

Tame the To/ Chaos: Bin 

Storage $or !ll 2

I%ea#ook up%ate% on >anuar/ .-* L-.:&
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